SAMPLE LETTER—USE YOUR ORGANIZATIONAL LETTERHEAD
August 10, 2009 

The Honorable Christine Kehoe 



By Fax: (916) 327-2188
Chair, Senate Appropriations Committee

State Capitol 

Sacramento, CA 95814

RE: 
AB 8 (Brownley), as amended July 23, 2009 – Strong Support 

Dear Senator Kehoe:  

[Your organization] supports AB 8 (Brownley), and its goal to restructure California’s school finance system.  AB 8 will require a work group to make recommendations to the Legislature and the Governor on or before December 1, 2010 on restructuring school finance systems.  It is an important step toward implementing research and recommendations that confirm California’s education system is inequitable, complex and not rationally related to the outcomes we ask of students and schools.  AB 8 will improve fiscal transparency and allow the public and policymakers to make better decisions for the use of limited funding and to build support for greater investment in education.  

In the current economic crisis that California is facing, now is the time for policymakers to develop a plan that provides schools with the resources that are linked to the needs of students so they can achieve the state’s standards and be prepared for both college and careers.  Costs of the working group would be absorbed by the state agencies participating and private funds.  Therefore, we urge you to pass AB 8, as amended, out of Appropriations Committee without going to the suspense file.

[why your organization matters]   We are a member of the Campaign for Quality Education (CQE), a statewide coalition of grassroots, civil rights, policy and research organizations committed to educational equity for all communities in California’s public schools.  As part of CQE’s 100% Prepared Plan Campaign, we strongly believe that education funding should take into account the actual costs of educating California’s diverse student population so that all students are prepared at the end of their elementary and secondary education experience for college, careers and successful participation in our democratic institutions, regardless of where they live or their economic, racial or ethnic background.  
For these reasons, we support AB 8 and urge you and your colleagues to approve its passage directly to the Senate Floor.   

Sincerely,

Name
Organization

Address

Phone
Cc:  Senate Appropriations Committee

       Assembly Member Julia Brownley







