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This past December, Californians for
Justice welcomed more than 700 mem-
bers, supporters and community allies
to our special tenth anniversary events
in San Jose, Long Beach, Fresno and
Oakland. Veteran CFJ adult and youth
activists mingled with new leaders,
sharing food and drink, laughter and
memories from CFJ’s first ten years.

In 2001, when CFJ celebrated its fifth
anniversary, we had one large event in
Oakland. This year, we expanded to
four events and involved more than 40
staff and volunteers in organizing them!
The gatherings reflected CFJ’s fun and
lively approach to educating people and
remembering our past. We staged CFJ
History Fashion Shows at each of our
events, during which CFJ youth lead-
ers, staff and allies modeled home-
styled CFJ t-shirts from past cam-
paigns. From our ‘No on Proposition
209’ campaign in 1996 to our success
in delaying the California High School
Exit Exam in 2003, we celebrated our
history and educated the audience
about our accomplishments (see the
Photo Album inside for pictures).

There was lots of other entertainment,

too. At our San Jose celebra-
tion, an Aztec dancing group
and youth dancers performed
for a packed house at the
Northside Community Center
in Japantown. In Long Beach,
the Omulu Sul Capoeira group
(featuring Long Beach lead
organizer Jeremy LaHoud)
wowed the audience with
leaps, kicks and cartwheels.
Fresno CFJ held an open mic
for youth to express them-
selves through spoken word,
and our Oakland event fea-
tured two Youth Speaks poets
and an interactive CFJ trivia
quiz that got the whole audi-
ence involved.

At our San Jose and Oakland
events, we honored key CFJ
leaders, allies and supporters
with ‘Superstars of Justice’ awards.
These awards were given to people
who have gone the extra mile to
advance CFJ’s campaigns and vision
for social justice. Our Superstars of Jus-
tice were: Youth leaders Linda Dang,
Cindy Escamilla, Isaac Rodriguez,
Dianne Sico and Sally Tran from the San

Jose campaign committee; San Jose
parent leaders Cristina Diaz, Emilia Gar-
cia, Ray Guardado, Dolores Perez and
Evelia Rojas; the East Side Teachers
Association; San Jose donor Donna
Furuta; Oakland youth leader and 2007
Tim Sampson Fellow Aurora Castel-
lanos of MetWest High School; Public
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Outgoing Associate
Director Yvonne Paul was
honored for her eight
years of service to CFJ.



Advocates and Youth Together, key
allies in CFJ’s Campaign for a Quality
Education; and Fresno lead organizer
Bernardo Reyes, who is leaving CFJ to
pursue a teaching career.

During our Long Beach and Oakland
events, we also honored another impor-
tant person in CFJ history. Yvonne Paul
has been a CFJ organizer, Organizing
Director and finally Associate Director,
and will be leaving CFJ to pursue new
interests after taking some time off. Born
and raised in Utah, where she organized
for economic justice with JEDI Women,
Yvonne moved to California to work for
CFJ in 1998. She helped build a strong
base of youth and adults in Long Beach,
which she has made her adopted home-
town. We will miss Yvonne’s positive atti-
tude, sense of humor and tireless com-
mitment to CFJ and our youth leaders,
but she will always be part of the CFJ
family. Yvonne said of her time at CFJ,
“It’s been such an amazing and reward-
ing experience to do this work with a
great team of people.”

Finally, we closed each event with a CFJ
‘Justice Exam’—we asked everyone to
write about the issues they care about
in their communities, why they support
CFJ, and how much they would give to

make sure CFJ’s work continued. Atten-
dees wrote on their ‘Exams’ that they
appreciated CFJ’s “passion for equality”
and the fact that we are “making huge
change in our communities.” Others
stated that they support CFJ because

of our “amazing youth organizers” and
because we share their belief that “all
children deserve a quality education.”

In response to our Justice Exam, atten-
dees made donations to CFJ’s Action
Fund for Justice, which will help us con-
tinue to take on important racial justice
fights in California. These gifts helped us
raise a grand total of $80,000 during
our tenth anniversary year! See the back
page of this newsletter for a list of peo-
ple who made generous contributions
at our anniversary events.

CFJ Executive Director Solomon Rivera
said, “It was powerful to see hundreds
of veteran and new activists from ten
years of CFJ organizing. Seeing our
members and allies together, celebrat-
ing, made me realize the impact of
CFJ’s work.”

Many thanks to all the members, volun-
teers, allies and donors who helped
make CFJ’s tenth anniversary year an
incredible success.
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CFJ 10th Anniversary Photo Album

Raffle-ticket sellers and CFJ leaders Tran
Nguyen, Dianne Sico and Harrison Castro.

December 1, 2006 / San Jose Event

A poster displaying photos of
current CFJ youth leaders.

CFJ leaders Dianne Sico, Cindy
Escamilla and Zeke Bracamonte.



CFJ youth leader Angel Sanchez thanks outgoing
lead organizer Bernardo Reyes for his work.

December 8, 2006 / Fresno Event

Fresno youth leaders show their team spirit.CFJ-Fresno campaign committee
chair Shua Xiong.

Camila Rivera, daughter of Solomon Rivera,
and CFJ board member Samantha Knox.

December 7, 2006 / Long Beach Event

Marqueece Dawson of the Community Coalition
and CFJ Executive Director Solomon Rivera.

Fashion show models and CFJ youth leaders Crystal
Aviles, Naydalli Haro, Parnell Sararana, and Vanessa Bell.

Fashion show models / CFJ youth leaders Elise Sien,
Aurora Castellanos, Elom Early and Fatima Bason.

December 9, 2006 / Oakland Event

Audience members watch the show, including
CFJ youth leader Ashley Miller, far right.

A young Danza Azteca performer, three-year-
old Tonatiuh Franco, captivated the crowd.



Seniors ($1,000-$2,499)
Cathy Rion

Juniors ($500-$999)
Vivian Chang and Dennis Quirin
Sharon Cornu and Mark Toney
Geoffrey and Nancy Dalwin

Sophomores ($250-$499)
Gary Blasi
Charlotte Casey
Jes Cornette
Gary Delgado and Marcia Henry*
Emunah Edinburgh
Kenneth and Molleen Matsumura
Alina Uong

Freshmen ($100-$249)
James Best
Phyllida Burlingame
Christina Chavez and 

Armando Franco
Art Chen and Peggy Saika
Audrey Chiang
Kansen Chu
Greg Cluster
Jenny Colllins
Common Counsel Foundation
Paul Coutts
Catherine Cusic
Lisa Feldberg
Charlie Freas
Guayo Garcia
Rosendo Garcia
Rebecca Gordon
Sy Grossman
Liz Gulilen
C. Stuart Hall*
Bob Hood
Roger and Tina Kim
Janet Koo Shim
Learning Disabilities Association 

of California
Ntanya Lee and T. Ayoka Turner
Liberty Hill Foundation
Goodwin Liu and Ann O'Leary
Los Angeles Alliance for 

a New Economy
Heather MacLeod
Soccoro McCord
Ingrid Mittermaier
Neal Moore
Shannon Morzov
Victor Narro
National Gay and Lesbian 

Task Force
Office of Human Relations, 

Santa Clara
Dale and Russell Ota
Cori Parrish
Yvonne Paul
Jenny Pearlman
Plumbers and Steamfitters UA

Local 393
Prison Moratorium Project
Jean Rabovsky*
Tonia Reyes-Uranga
Anna Sandoval
Regina Schaffer
Dan Siegel
Ralph Silber

Joseph Simmons
Jesus Solorio
South Bay Mobilization
Jerlene Tatum
Mazzy Thompson
Naomi Tsu
Theresa Vidaurri
Jessica Warner
Steve Weiner

CFJ 10th anniversary donors
after Nov. 13, 2006
Yardenna Aaron
Katty Adam
Lisa Adler
John Affeldt
Mahjabeen Ahmed
Tamara Alvarado
Marty Aranaydo
Horacio Arroyo
Asian Communities for 

Reprodutive Justice
Louise Auerhahn
Jesse Bachrach
Kevin Baker
Melissa Batty
Jerry Behm
Amanda Berger
Gene Bernardi
Jhumpa Bhattacharya
Marissa Bloom
Clifford Bloom*
Aspen Branch-Moore
Cecilia Brennan
China Brotsky
Linda Burnham
Patricia Castellanos
Harrison Castro
Shubha Chakravarty
Victor Chavez
Lenore Chinn
William Chorneau
Laura Cisneros
Gail Claspell
Coalition of African-American

Educators
Jenny Collins
Josh Connor
Nancy Conover
Samantha Contreras
Mary Creasman
Sergio Cuellar
Joanna Cuevas Ingram
Debbie Dare and Kenneth Wong
Rosylin Dean 
Alfredo de Avila and Young Shin
Sharon Delugach
Christine Dominguez
Frederika Drosten
Helen Duffy
Terri Dunn
Dimetree Duvallis
Micky Duxbury
Jerry Dyer
Debra Ecung
Chris Eftychiou
Michael Ellis
Jennifer Emiko Boyden
Diana Escamilla
Holly Fincke

Mary Foran
Elia Gallardo
Diana Garrido
Maria Gaspar
Liz Geyer
Susan Glogovac
Ruth Grabowski
George Graham
Corey Greenberg
Judith Grether
James Gulek
Michele Gutierrez
Katherine Haas
Tiffany Hammond
Gang Heang Ngouy
Lucy Hernandez
Ruth Herring
Mimi Ho and Ernest Mark
Emily Hobson
Bob Hood
Lina Hoshino
Dave Howarth
Roderick Hsiao
Irene Hsu
Janet Hund
Betty Hung
Priscilla Hung
Nona Hungate
Barbara Inatsugu
Beverly Jackson
Jorge Jacobo
RJ Jacobs
Raj Jayadev
Jonathan Jones
Rebecca Joyce
Rachel Kahn-Hut
Lynn Kelly
Yuki Kidokoro
Helen Kim
Paul Kivel
Stacy Kono
Melanie Kono Kelsey
Son Cheong Kuan
Charisse Lam
Andrea Lee
Sujin Lee
Jessica Lehman
Julie Leinert
Susan Liroff
Mao-Chi Liu
Melisa Luke
Le Tim Ly
Sherrill Maller
Escenthio Marigny
Angelica Marin
Natasha Marsh
Gregory Martin
Elizabeth 'Betita' Martinez
Louise Mason
Elly Matsumura
Thomas Matthews*
David McClure
Heidi McLaughlin
Marisol Melendrez
Calvin Miaw
Kirsten Cross and 

Michael-David Sasson
Ashley Miller
Julie Morris
Melissa Morris

Vanessa Moses
Sarah Muller
Juan Muñoz
Steven Nakashima
Victor Narro
Michelle Natividad
Devin Ozdogu
Dolores Padilla
Pronita Gupta and 
Deepak Pateriya
Peace Through Justice Fund /

Tides Foundation
Sergio Perez
Coralie Petri
Francisca Porchas
Aurora Quevedo
Nancy Rader
Bill Ramirez
Erica Ramirez
Margarita Ramirez
Jennifer Richard
Jessica Rivera
Marie Rivera
Ian Roberts
Fernando Rodriguez
Gina Rodriguez
Jose Rodriguez
Robert Rodriguez
Susan  Runyan
Paola Ruvalcaba
Mariko Ryono
Fam Saechao
Archana Sahgal
Cathy Sakimura
Peter Jerome Sampson
Parnell Sararana
Susan Schacher
Pamela Seki
Dana Shirazi
Elise Sien
Roland Smith
Southern California Library for

Social Studies and Research
Edward Specht
Richard Spieglman
Hannah Strange
Strategic Action for a Justice

Economy (SAJE)
Daniel Tate
Jerlene Tatum
Jasmin Thana
Ana Raquel Thomas
Erica Thomas
Ben Thompson
Roxana Tynan
Siomara Valladares
Kathleen Veit
Valentina Velez-Rocha
Lee Ann Vezzani-Katano
George Villanueva
Allen Weinrub
Jennifer Wekselbaum
Maude Williams
Catherine Wilson
Dana Wright

* Tim Sampson Fellowship 
Fund Donor

10th Anniversary Sponsors after Dec. 9, 2006

 


