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Californians for Justice Education Fund is statewide grassroots organization bringing people of color, young

people, and poor people together by leading large-scale community education efforts, training a new genera-

tion of grassroots civil rights leaders, and mobilizing public support for major public policy change in California.

First

Things First:

Fix Our Schools, Don’t Deny Diplomas

On July 9, the California Board of Edu-
cation is expected to make a decision
that will affect the lives of hundreds of
thousands of young people in

Californians for Justice, together with
ally organizations in the Campaign for
Quiality Education, has led the fight call-

ing on the state board to make the right
decision: to fix the real problems in Cal-
ifornia schools instead of using the Exit
Exam to deny diplomas. To raise

the state. The board will decide
whether the California High
School Exit Exam will deny diplo-
mas to high school students be-
ginning with the class of 2004, or
whether they should delay the
“diploma penalty” until more im-
provements to schools have
been made.

Speaking out at the Los
Angeles stop on the Bus Tour

awareness around the issue, this
past May CFJ held many suc-
cessful events throughout the
state.

The California Bus Tour

for Quality Education

Traveling across California, the
Bus Tour for Quality Education
brought the voices of students,
parents and community mem-

Please see page 2

CFJ Fresno Office Kicks Off Central Valley Work

Fifty-four percent of Fresno high school
students report that their classrooms
do not have enough desks, books, or
basic supplies, according to a new sur-
vey conducted by CFJ members in the
new Fresno office.

The survey also revealed that only
23% of students surveyed had heard
about the A-G courses required to be
eligible for college at Cal State or UC
campuses.

CFJ student members in Fresno

conducted this survey of 500 students
in the Fresno school district. This was
the first major project for these new CFJ
leaders who are quickly building a base
in the Fresno community. Their research
confirms that the Central Valley faces
many of the same unequal educational
conditions as the rest of California.

The Fresno leaders have held two
rallies this Spring highlighting unequal
school conditions and the unfair impact
of the High School Exit Exam.

Fresno Unified is the fourth largest
school district in the state. The school
population is mainly Latino, Asian
American, and African American.

In preparing for our work in Fresno,
CFJ interviewed important local organi-
zations, key allies, and social justice ac-
tivists. We are excited to work together
with these organizations and to contin-
ue developing alliances with organiza-
tions throughout the Central Valley.

Californians for Justice Education Fund www.caljustice.org
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A parent speaks out at the Riverside
stop of the Bus Tour.

Bus Tour and Speak Outs

Continued from page 1

bers to the state capitol. From May 1 to
May 8, the bus tour made stops in
twelve cities from San Diego to Sacra-
mento. The tour involved hundreds of
community members and was support-
ed by sixty organizations
statewide.

The tour got the attention
of local and statewide media,
and put the State Board of
Education on notice that our
communities want real im-
provements in our schools,
not fake fixes like the Exit
Exam.

The bus tour was high-
lighted by a variety of cre-
ative and energetic activi-
ties as well as passionate
and heartfelt testimony.

San Diego kicked off
the tour with a large rally that in-
cluded a skit that revealed the
unfairness of the Exit Exam.
Long Beach students
protested the high num- &\ ;
ber of uncredentialed 4
teachers in  their
schools, while parents
and students in River-
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“Carnival for Quality Education”

side protested the effect of the ex-
am on English Learner students.

Rallies in Los Angeles put a spot-
light on poor school conditions. The
Coalition for Educational Justice

celebrated their hard-earned success
in getting the Los Angeles Uni-
fied School District to vote
against the Exit Exam.

In Fresno, CFJ members re-
leased the results of a survey of
500 students in the district (see story
on page 1), and rallied in front of the
Fresno School District offices. San
Jose students hosted an energetic
stop for the bus tour, with a “Carni-
val for Quality

Education,”
where partici-
pants played
“Slam the Exit
Exam,” and oth-
er games.

In Oakland the
Bus tour stop fea-
tured a mock fu-
neral for the hopes
and dreams that
the exit exam

would Kill, followed
by students and
parents  speaking
out about school
conditions on the steps of Mission
High School in San Francisco.

Cathy Medrano from San
Diego Youth Organizing
Communities rallies at the
San Diego kick off to the
Bus Tour

San Jose students ride the bus to their

Jo Behm speaks about how the e;
will affect students with disabilitie
the Oakland Bus Tour stop.

The bus tour concluded with a com-
munity meeting in Stockton, and arrival
in the state capitol. Participants joined
the Schools Not Jails rally on the capitol
steps and testified at the State Board of
Education monthly meeting. CFJ mem-
bers testified in front of the board and
presented Board President Reed Hast-
ings with the last of five thousand post-
cards calling on him to delay the Exit
Exam and address the unequal condi-
tions in schools.

Community Speak Outs in South-
ern and Northern California
The next week, the campaign contin-
ued to build momentum with large
community Speak Outs in southern and
northern California. The events took
place on the 49th anniversary of the his-
toric Brown v. Board of Education deci-
sion of the Supreme Court that ended
legalized segregation in public schools.
Students, parents, community mem-
bers and education advocates were
joined by California Assemblymember
Jackie Goldberg, and representatives of
Senator John Vasconcellos and Assem-
blymembers Loni Hancock and Manny
Diaz.

The speak outs included testimonies,
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Mai Dia Yang addresses the media at the
press conference in front of the Fresno

School District offices.

spoken word performance, skits, au-
dience participation, and short rallies
at the end of the events.

Students and parents testified
about the school conditions in com-
munities of color and low income

commu-
nities in California. Students described
math classes without textbooks, being
taught by successions of substitute
teachers, dilapidated school buildings,
and a lack of college prep classes.

The Speak Outs also announced
the release of a compre-
hensive new report, “First
Things First,” that reveals
the impact of the Exit Ex-
am and clearly calls for
the state to address the
unequal resources pro-
vided to students of col-
or, low income students,
and English learner stu-
dents in  California
schools.

Emily Hobson, the au-
thor of the report, said,
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“The state needs to put
first things first and en-
sure that all students
have the fundamental
resources they need to
succeed, instead of
punishing students with
the exit exam.”

Keeping the Pres-
sure on the Board

The successful
events of the
Campaign for

Quality Education
have received me-
dia attention and put
pressure on the
Board of Education
to face the real problems in Califor-
nia schools. The Campaign is
keeping up the pressure with a let-
ter writing campaign and phone call-
in days to the Board and State Super-
intendent, Jack O’Connell.
For information about the big
Summer Jam to Stop the
Exit Scam in Sacramento on
July 9, see the back page of
this newsletter.

Send a Letter

to the State Board!

The State Board of Educa-
tion needs to hear from
YOU! Send a letter to the State Board
calling on them to delay the Exit Exam
until all students receive a quality edu-
cation and they provide alternative as-
sessments. Please see the CFJ web
site at www.caljustice.org for more
information and a sample letter.

At the

First Things First
Report Released

Comprehensive Report Highlights
Lack of Opportunity to Learn for
Students of Color, Low Income,
and English Learner Students

First Things First, the new Californians
for Justice report, was released on
May 17. The report
goes beyond the
HUMRRO report on
the Exit Exam that
was commissioned
by the State Board of
Education because it
examines inequali-
ties in resources
and conditions pro-
vided to students in
California schools. The con-
clusions of the First Things First report
are:

First Things First

¢ The High School Exit Exam punish-
es students for the state’s own fail-
ure to provide an equitable, high
quality education.

¢ The Exit Exam fails to meet its own
policy and administrative goals.

e The Exit Exam violates federal civil
rights guidelines and professional
educational standards for assess-
ment.

The report also examined a number of
critical indicators of educational op-
portunity, including:

e safe facilities

e credentialed teachers

¢ books and instructional materials

® access to rigorous curriculum

One surprising finding of the report
was that during the same period that
the Exit Exam has been implemented,
the number of schools with large num-
bers of uncredentialed teachers has
actually increased.

For a copy of the report, please
visit the Californians for Justice
web site at www.caljustice.org, or
call your nearest CFJ office.
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Save the Datet

On July 9, the California State
Board fof Education will meet
to decide whether to use the
High School Exit Exam to de-
ny diplomas to students start-
ing with the class of 2004. We
need to tell them that they
must delay the diploma
penalty until all students re-
ceive the fundamental re-
sources they need to have a fair oppor-
tunity to learn, and until there are
alternative assessments to measure
student success.

Join hundreds of students, parents,
community members, teachers, educa-
tion advocates, and policy-makers
from all over California to demand that
the the State Board stop the “Exit
Scam.” The Exit Exam does not im-
prove our schools; the Board needs to
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dress the real problems that students of
color, low income students and immi-
grant students face every day in their
schools.

The Summer Jam to End the Exit
Scam will include a full day of exciting
activities. The morning will start off with
a 10am rally and press conference in
front of the Board of Education building.
Teams of participants will visit with state
legislators, and at noon there will be
performers, music, games and informa-

July 9, in Sacramento
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tion booths on the capitol lawn.
The Summer Jam will end with an
afternoon rally in front of the State
Board of Education meeting to
respond to their decision
whether or not to delay the Exit
Exam. Don’t miss this
chance to make
your voice heard and
meet others fighting
for educational jus-
tice around the
state! For informa-
tion call your local
CFJ office.




